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PRE DICT

If you look up “semantics™ in The Randam Howse College Dictionary (1975) you will
find:

n. {construed as sing.) 1. Linguistics. a, the study of meaning. b. the
study of linguistic development by classifving and examining changes in
meaning. 2. Logic. Philos. the branch of semiotics dealing with the
relations between signs and that which they denote.

If you look it up in Crag Hill"s Dice: A Bridge you will find:
a branch

Obwviously, much has been left out. (One can catch just a hint of something resembling
Hill's original in the phrase, “the branch of semiotics dealing....”™) But much is suddenly
gained. In a moment the mind leaps between words, meaning, semantics and the entire
natural world. How indeed is semantics, meaning, words the same as “a branch™? But if
it is not the same, if meaning is not connected to nature, what then? It is a little like Walt
Whitman's designation of his “pages™ as “leaves"--leaves of grass. Nature and language,
consciousness and world, suddenly intersect. What is poem to Crag Hill?

a creation
stayed in

What is poetry?

formulates
language
response



In a world dominated by L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E, Crag Hill heads straight for the
D=l=C=T=I=0=N=A=R=Y and cuts it down to size. There have been other poets who
have created poems by leaving out portions of previously existing texts. (Ronald
Johnson, with his RADJ OS, derived from Paradise Lost, is one notable example.) But
Crag, who at some point decided to leave out the i in his own name but to keep the
pronunciation, “crag,” shows a keen i for the essential by assaulting, not a single
domineering poct like Milton, but the very repository of language, the ultimate source of
all poems, the inviolate dictionary. What is “shade™?

sunlight
unreal

COMEs on
What is “she™7?
more at HE
a fine ship

There is loss, certainly. (There is no “sex™ in Dice!) But what is gained is a
peculiar combination of creation and discovery--creation by discovery. The impartial,
imposing, vastly ponderable Worterbuch has been made 10 yield--poetry, and poetry of a
very delicate, fine-spun, amused and amusing kind. What is “sense™? you might ask.
“shocked to ear.” When in 1922 James Joyce published Ulysses there was a great outcry
from the Victorian minds of that period. What was the cause? Ulysses was a dirty book!
Yet the Victorians had plenty of diny books; they knew exactly how to deal with them.
The problem was that Ulysses was borh a dirty book and a serious novel! The problem
was that lysses cut across the categories, that it ransgressed the boundaries. So, in its
very different but no less imaginative way, does Dicr. At the turn of the century the great
French poet Stephane Mallarme wrote in a little paragraph on Edgar Allen Poe:



L armature intellectuelle du poeme se dissimule et tient--a lieu—dans
I'espace qui isole les stropes et parmi le blanc du papier: significatif silence
qu'il n'est pas mains beau de composer, que les vers.

The intellectual working of the poem disguises itself and is witness 1o, is
present in, the blankness which isolates the stanzas and in the paper’s
whiteness; a significant silence which is no less fine to produce than the
lines,

--trans. Frederick R, Karl

It is in his use of “significant silence™ that Crag Hill shows himself 1o be a master of wor,
a wri, a poe... Or, as the Germans would say, a Dichier.

Jack Foley
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