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The curtain has lifted on visual poetry. We are 20
years & more away fram the shockingly simple & direct
experiments of the 60's. Not that it is any more
accepted now, but that the original massive thrust

by hundreds of poets & artists has spawned a 2nd, 3rd,
even 4th generation, each one seeminly repeating the
failures as well as the many fait de camplet.

One direction that has been little explored to my know-
ledge is that of transmitting visually exciting graphics
& images that are also richly nonsyntactic / multi-
referential. Many of the experiments with textural
fields of words & alphabets suggest a similar conscious-

ness, but do not, in the end allude to specific verbal
cammmnications.
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While the print culture is rapidly giving way to the
multimedia electronic technology of video & camputer,
more weight is placed on the artists & creators to be
making connections & creating works of art that can only
exist by the gift of humanness. The drawn & the spcken.
In a sense poetry has always been responsible for its
preservation, both before the invention of type made it
accessible & after the technization of print has made it
virtually cbsolete.

Thus the role. & pecple filling it. & a theory springing

up around it. & just maybe a notion of a new method or

many of how reading has changed. Scanning, staring, oral
citation, retracing from memory, right to left, in columns....
Surely there is no one way, yet each seem contingent on
acquiring an attention & concentration for interpreting
semiotic & conceptual information. Whether by continually
referencing & association or by engaging the deeper psychical
apparatus, this is a landscape possible of re-enacting an
inner theatre not available in the many linear forms of art.

Ive been seeing parts of BILOCATIONS for well over a year

now & each time I see them, they came to me & fill a different
gap. To me they are the nomentary phosphenes produced by
looking into a light & then away, with an after-image lasting
for minutes.

DiMichele has infused these poems with the obscure light of

a lunar eclipse & I should think that the many graphic &
contextual codes will stealthily reveal many untold stories.

Miekal And october 1985
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