EZZEEZEEEEEE
““il“
IIEI ZEZETITET
ZETIESTTIE
SIS SELELECEIELEELEL

ZEIEL FLEERELELEEEEZELEE

EEELEELERE 1:
TIZEEITEITLY]

] e S B M A e et i b A b b A ad A
AR AR AR AT _‘_.‘r.n:_'___l_ Ak AL A A AL R AR L A R LA L S AT CAE L i e

o e e e e e e e

e

KARL KEMPTON

n-:lr




Books by Karl Kempton
Visual poems
typoglifs (typewriter generated poems)

LOST ALFABET FOUND, West Coast Review Press, 1979

RUNE, Bern Porter Books, 1980

RUNE 2: 26 VOICES/JANUARY INTERLUDE, Typewriter/Bird in the Bush, 1980
PRECINCTS OF THE STH APOCALYPSE Rainbow Resin, 1980

EON PULSE, Editions Brian Lane, England, 1981

RUNE, (second edition), KALDRON, 1981

POEM, Curvd H&Z, Canada, 1982

CONSTELLATIONS, Rainbow Resin, 1982

FILM STRIP LOJIK TIIPOGLIF ANSIRZ A KWESCHUN, Curvd H&Z, Canada, 1983
TO TASTE, Laughing Bear Press, 1983

BLACK STROKES WHITE SPACES, Xerox Sutra Editions, 1984

KO, with Loris Essary, SCORE, 1984

THE ALLAH SERIES (in Moore's THE CHRONICLES OF AKHIRA), Zilzal Press, 1986
DEEP SQUARE WAVE STRUCTURE, ACCESS, 1987

4 PLUS 3, Post Neo Publications, Australia, 1987

an ensemble, Post Neo Publications, Australia, 1987

FIRE + WATER BALANCE THE BOOK with Ruth Kempton, Light and Dust Books,
1990

RUNE: A SURVEY, Light and Dust Books, 1992

RUNE 6: FIGURES OF SPEECH, Runaway Spoon Press, 1993

RUNE 7: POEM, A MAPPING, Runaway Spoon Press, 1993

Computer

from MEDITATION ON OM and AMBER SANDS, Hybridenland, Germany, 1998
PORTRAITS OF TEXTURE, Runaway Spoon Press,1999

RUNE 10: ROSE WINDOWS, Runaway Spoon Press, 1999

33: Mathematical Poems 1976-2003, Runaway Spoon Press, 2003

on web @ http://www.logolalia.com/abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz/

RUNE 2: 26 VOICES/JANUARY INTERLUDE

RUNE 10: ROSE WINDOWS

RUNE 18: ROSE WINDOWS FOR THE CATHEDRAL OF THE CHEWED, SCARRED
AND DISCARDED



conceptual books (use of alphabet noodles)

FILM SKRIPT, Rainbow Resin, 1982
TH LETTERZ U ALWAYZ WANTED TO RECEEV, Rainbow Resin, 1982

lexical and visual poems

THE LIGHT WE ARE, Konocti Press, 1985

ALIGNMENT, Atticus Press, 1985

FISSION, Runaway Spoon Press,1988

A/ROUND, Curvd H&Z, Canada, 1988*

A POND OF STARS, Runaway Spoon Press, 1989~

CHARGED PARTICLES, Runaway Spoon Press, 1991

THE VOICES OF ARDEN, Runaway Spoon Press, 1993

TASSARAJA: WHERE MEAT IS HUNG TO DRY, tel-let, 1994*

WATER FROM THE MOUNTAINS OF LIGHT, White Crow Press, 1995
WORKING HIS WAY OUT OF DARKNESS, White Crow Press, 1995*

Renderings*

BHAKTI RAGA, Divine Life Circle, 2001
DATTATREYA'S ADVAHUTA GITA, Divine Life Circle, 2001

* no visual elements
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Aumting Jamppary 8, 1WE4
Daar HEskal

Your publication of thess glifs comes at a crucial elme for all of
we who believe that the purpose of litersture is ko teagh withowk
instruction. As the acote shock wawes [rom those wio have besves
the black deum of cligagehical escomdmic acd @ocial Eeal igement
reach the tenocos asd britvtle ledges of the bedrock on which the
weiteE-as-artist practices his or ker ccaft, suevival msofe and
mote beccmss a matiet of saying "Heceesan, paps by, for [ dress
myeelf im skine of your own KiD1.*™

This i® mot to eay that writers ste cresting & purpossiully
EsECEIONAEY AEL. It 18 Se&AL to Ay, hOwsver, that yestsrday's
newspapece afe safe pesding.

Within that ideal asd Romanticized image of the actist with which
I'm certain we all nurtured oursslves when we DEjan to write,
these id, of couise, B0 Foom for salety. We aEw &ll propheta e
the world, destroyers of the old, = that & beitter naw may be
Buile. What we failed Eo aee was Ehat the artlaéc 18 a8 husas af
sny Ee whom the artist would pretend to minister, that we are bath
less and sosre than charactees In sach others posms and novels.

Papers [rom much Further beck chan yesterdsy tell us s11 oo
eleacly thakt aft hasa long aimce loat ikd teaditicnal pucpose and
values ¢f secular and religicous melvaticn within the world and the
cultures of the woeld. In its most visible form, art coday is
Little more than big business, wikthin the gallecies, the pussums,
the comcert bells, snd all too sbesst in any any &Ecepl the least
comesE ical beokEtoDes.

Glves this altuation and a mafe homan undecstandisg of the
srtist-sm-writer, it e not surprising, perhsps mot even mad, That
writers should esbrace & view of and an approsch ko theic work
which ia safe and scceptable preciesly becsuse such accepbance is
the only svidence they can find thar the lseger sotioma of the old
aEt sEe seill viable.

I wiok# sbove that the leapottance of theds glifa lles la park in
teafficming the coavicktion that the artist must tesch withowt
inetroction. Perhaps that sta 16 E 4 saeming a

Bon sequliter becauvse It accepts the fact that art does oo longer
posseEs 1te previowus poniet b0 educate and Beal Ehe grcup. In
wElEEng It I ol bhe in Tom Eobbins'" mowvel EVEN
CORJIRLE CET THE BLUES ipn which the yound would dilve thel:
Vvolkawages buded lnte the hilla in search of lmstruction and
enlightenment from Robbins' character the Chimk, whom chey mistosk
o be & great amd wiss Oriental tescher, cather than the sEcapes
[eom a Wetld Wag [[ Jepanese interament camp in California that ke
wan. The Chink's consistent response was to pall oot Bis gesitals,
wavs Chem st the kids and acceam "the only lesssn & that you
don't nesd any teachers|®

I da not think it wholly sccidental that In wrlting to you about
Earl Fespron's glife the isage of wavieg genibals sase to mind,
The imharent matoral power of langauge 1liee wecy close te the
surface im all of hie glifes, walzing to be relesssd in thes resdsr
in much thes same way That the sex sCh releases & shared enecqy

preclincts

lunar salls



between two lovecs. What we see bBere 13 Ebe fesult of & shacp and
orllliast cut across the whole stEuctare of thoaght-languaga-word-
poma L8 which the snsrgy bound within the whole 18 completely laid
bace for us,

[ also 48 mot think lt risks too much ea say that many people
wandd Eind thess 9lifs unaccepeable as poetey in #6 far as they
undesstand poetry must take a given Farm., [ecnically, im the old
BENEE, they sre unacoeprable am POREDY. When postry Bad power
Within our cultufe, & poem looked and resd like chon amd such. 1f
i poas ia fo have poWer teday, Lt masE thecefore look asd road am
those poems did. (1 feel cectain that I &= speaking here sot Jusie
of a concept of postry learned i ENe schools, buE ab least aboat
4 majoE afsusptlon with which contemporasy poets try eo validate
Ehe svidence of acceptance of which 1 apoke aBeve, |

Foreunataly, there is am even older ersdicics of sre fros Sha foul
of which ehese glifs come. The inherited notics of art as & means
to salvation, either systical or seculas, im the Alrses peoduct of
centuried &f Chriscian culture and & feastion against Lt beginoing
‘in the lEth sentusy. Pre=Chelstisn cultures (8ed [ use Chat Ee=s
delibecately instesd of "pagan™) made 56 such olaimas Fag arkt and
in one Sends Jid not praceice art at all. Easher, the pre-
Ehrimcian lived in a wholiscie wosld of eneegy im which
avecyihing was elthear less or more and che whols woEked when
ENECGy wWas In Dalance and did pot work when bE wal mot.

1s this an irrelevently simplistic worldvwiew? T dom'e kncw, I[t'm
nok & woeld in which oy thoughes often wandes aven in himdsighe,
can oniy compars £t 9 the uses amd sisceaw of eneEgy by thoae
seeking af sccepted weltten agk,

To tekch without lmsecuction, however, dpsaks directly te the
notion of a wiable ace. An agk viable on imdividusl, racher Eman
cultural terms. Thia im obvigcusaly not s new motiom, but perhaps
naveE Bafcce has chocs Eegn more reason Eo IRrLiously exasing L%.
Art by apd For individuals dess not depend on sny larger
acceptance, any soclal or economic pact. Ite assusmpelsns are quite
unsafe fof thome considerstions and pechaps ace qQuite righely
SppoRed by those wha hold ches, an individualiseic art (I'm am
Speakiag here of sudience, notr style)l tells us whnat we alzeady
arw, without sdditional socisl enginesrisg. 1t leaves the oholes
up 59 us &% 0 what (8 bo be dome with che art aceifsce and the
knowledge received fzam that artiface. fn EMis view of 4fE, the
world is sloeady buile. Pechaps thim i the real reason char xael
Eezpton’s glifs often swem so si=plistic. They cosas from the
common wotes and objactd of experience, thinge we say amd 69, O
coald say and ses eagch day. Earl tells uws, I think, chat such
worda and oblects afe only simple becaums we sleply dee them. Or
reforonce *hes to what 1h.y and we @@ Ot father Ehan whakE wa
BAth are. To edaeh withowt insteuceien rsally means %o lsarn.
Words and objects smake their offerisgs %o usm, They do mct tell as
what should bBe done, only what can be dome. Cur cholce s =a
leagn. Apd beginrning with & seeming nan sequaitor, | find myselt
ending wikth anoches. Mow safe a choise we sake is the only dasgec.

All paace,; Miskal,
LoEis EsBary




I tell you thers are only
the myths of chlildhood

gaomatry
nothing more,

howard meecord



constellations

for
charlie and Jjudy potts
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backword

suggestion: do not reed the following unless
there exists a desire to have the reeding and viewing
of the vizual text conditioned by my intentions. :

blac

strokes white spaces follows a sine wave, peek to
peek with sections 2 & 3 az the trof. this iza move-
ment from what thot ideal to 4 posibl ideal with the
present moment lookt upon with somewhat jadded eye-
balls. the past, generally on this land b4 the dubl
edged white skinned fok handshake, iz wisht to b
an ideal zone, and hence the gesture tords this point
of view by kompozing worx whose foundation extends
into the north american pre-white homesteading akt.
section 2 illustrates the patterns our current gen-
eration allows itself to become hypnotized by. #3
deals witha concept accepted by many peeplz that
already the world 4 times has been destroyed and that
we r klose to the 5th destruction. and all around us
there is the talk of latching solar sails to space-
kraft; in order to balance this act, to move tords
a more harmonious attitude i designed lunar sails.
which brings the book full cirk] due to the many
matriarchies existing once upon a time tho since §
deal in 3-d the sirkl is but a slice viewing of
our actual track i feel we aza body consciousness
1za spiral az we break out of the spells we kast
upon ourselves,
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