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The past is parent to the present;
the present a fleeting space in which the
artist records the poignancy of being. It
is an interactive moment which the artist
aligns and the muses fill. It is a time,
almost unearthly, in which the known or
remembered contacts the unknown and fu-
ture. Launching, giving birth, or witnes-
sing alike give name to this experience.
Among the possibilities of being human,
it 1is holy or wholly camplete in itself.
For the artist it is personal, and very
private, yet it shares in a cammon, com-
mmal, tribal, or cultural weave with 1its
audience the peculiar characteristics of
one person's mind and hand elucidated.
Your reading thus becomes the completion
- of the act which this tale uncovers,



This 1s a visual narrative, a new
form which encompasses both line and

word, uniquely inseparable. The story en-
tails the passage of a single day, as if
in thoughts sent through the mails to
friends. You, indeed, are the net that
captures and pulls me aboard, only to
discover that I am a talking fish, a mer-
man with a slithy tale to tell, with va-
cancies of silence in between. This is a
whisper in your ear, a song as well as a
a vision, a certain slant of sunlight on
your eye only --- the angle of communion.

And, most important, perhaps, it is
the expression of the journey of the
alone to the alane, the self into the at
one, the un-consciousness into the arche-
type. There is a mystery in the fact that
I became an artist just as there is a my-
stery 1n the fact that you are reading
this. Now. I bid you peace, my brother

or sister, here at the setting forth. We
shall meet again.

david cole 1984
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